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“My brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 15:58
Let me take this opportunity to express how grateful I am to God for the
bountiful blessings He has bestowed
upon this radio station. He has raised
up a diligent staff and wonderful announcers, a tireless manager and a
faithful board. We have been issued
with another year’s licence allowing us
to continue to broadcast. New equipment and financial blessings are also
coming our way.
I believe this is happening because
we are taking seriously the verse mentioned above. Matthew 6:19-20 exhorts
us to lay up treasure in Heaven, not on
earth, implying that to grow spiritually
is of great reward and to sow and invest into the Kingdom of Heaven is of
eternal significance.
The aim of Rhema is to sow into the
hearts and lives of our listeners and to
all involved with the station. We often
hear back from listeners, particularly
new listeners. We are encouraged to
hear they are receiving growth and

blessing from the messages and music,
but the greatest thrill is to hear of
the listeners who have heard the gospel and responded to it, repented of
their sin, turned their lives around and
are now following Jesus.
Running the station is all worth it
when we receive this kind of feedback.
Remember there is much rejoicing in
Heaven when a sinner turns to Jesus.
If you have been blessed in some
way by what has been featured on
Rhema FM, feel free to ring the radio
station and share it with us. We would
be delighted to hear from you.
I would like to encourage readers of
this newsletter who are not members
of this ministry to get hold of a membership form, sign up, and invest into
the work of outreach across this area.
Your donations are tax deductible, but
best of all you will be sowing into the
Kingdom of Heaven and in due season
there will be a bountiful harvest.

(continued next page)

CHAIRMAN’S DESK
I believe that harvest is beginning
to happen.
Praying for you.
God Bless,

Don Emms

AGM
The Board of Management of the
Manning Great Lakes Christian Broadcasters Incorporated oversee the
ministry of Rhema FM. At 6pm on
Monday 27th May, the Annual General
Meeting will be held in the committee
room of the Taree Presbyterian
Church in Albert Street (opposite the
Taree Courthouse). The entrance is
at the rear of the main building.
All Rhema FM members are invited
to attend. Also, the Board for the
next 12 months will be elected. To be
considered for the Board of Management, see page 5 of this newsletter.
Please consider whether you would
like to serve in such a position.
Because we want to have a wide
representation from the Christian
community, no more than two Board
members can come from any one
church, and no more than three from
any particular denomination.
We can have up to 12 members on
our Board of Management. All our
board members do a terrific job, and
have a servant heart for ministry and
outreaching into the Manning Great
Lakes community. Please continue to
pray for them, and for Rhema FM.

WEBSITE
As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have updated our website
and server which now means that you
can pay your membership, or even
donate to this ministry with your
credit card online.
Just go to www.rhemafm.net and
click on the “Membership” tab, fill in
your details, and it is done. No longer
do you have to post in your credit
card payment, or phone through your
card details.
Our preference is still that
members pay their annual
subscription and make donations
using online banking directly from
your account to ours. Our HCCU
account number is 28987, with our
BSB 721-000. But if you don’t do
online banking, please consider
making your credit card payment via
our website.
You can also become a member
online via our website. Like everything else at Rhema, the website is
done by volunteers, but we welcome
any suggestions you might have to
help us communicate better.

DEPUTATION

OPEN DOORS

Our station manager, Mark Spencer,
is available to visit your church or
group to share about the ministry of
Rhema FM. He is also available to
preach if needed. We want to let people know what God is doing through this
local mission.

We should never forget our brothers and sisters in Christ who are being persecuted for the sake of the
gospel. Open Doors is a truly amazing
ministry keeping us informed of the
suffering that is taking place today.
They have launched their “One
With Them” campaign, where they
encourage people to give one day’s
wage for the persecuted church on
Wednesday 17th April.
Easter is a time of increased persecution for many Christians. Stand
united and support those who suffer
for their faith over Easter. Last year
over 1,000 people worked for the
persecuted church. Will you join them
in 2019? There are 245 million persecuted Christians around the world. Go
to www.onewiththem.org

Give Mark a call at the office on
6553 0116 and find a suitable time and
date for him to share. This is open to
all denominations.

TRANSMITTER
In January, we were off air for a
couple of days because a small part on
a circuit board in our transmitter
failed. Our original transmitter was
purchased in 1996 for $25,000. We
were given an identical back-up transmitter ten years later by Rhema FM at
Hervey Bay, after they purchased a
new one.
At our last Rhema Board meeting, it
was decided that we look into buying a
new transmitter. Although it is not installed yet, this cost us under $5000.
We would like to remind you that all
donations to Rhema FM over $2 are
tax-deductible. With the end of the
financial year approaching, you might
like to consider supporting this local
ministry “Changing Lives For Good”.

4 ETERNITY
If you want to keep informed about
the persecuted church, tune into
Rhema FM Sunday at 9am (repeated
at 8pm) when Helen Mottee presents
4 Eternity. This is produced in the
studios of Rhema FM Port Macquarie.
It has up to date information about
many facing persecution around the
world. It goes for about 55 minutes.

STATISTICS
Christian Radio listening increases
in an ever changing media environment. Listening to Christian radio has
been on an incredible increase over
the last year - reaching over 600,000
more people since survey #2, 2017
(3,650,000). Loyal listeners tune in
for almost 10 hours per week.
Christian radio has proven to be a
vital part of the Australian media
landscape with latest survey results
showing 4,289,000 people aged 15+
tuning in each month. That’s before
you include the 700+ Vision radio outlets, and all those listening via online
streaming and apps only.
The research looks into community
radio only and demonstrates that
over 1.7 million of those listeners are
intensely loyal - tuning in for over 10
hours each week.
When it comes to who is actually
tuning in, it’s fairly evenly split between the genders, only slightly tilting in favour of males at 53%.
A cultural surprise for most Aussies
would be the age groups who are tuning in to Christian radio. 21% of young
people aged 15-24 are listening
weekly - which is high considering
they represent 16% of Australia’s
population! This is similar for those
aged 25-39. Not only are they the
largest group of people listening to
Christian radio at 34%, they again are
well above their represented population of 27%.

Listeners to Christian radio are
most likely to:
•
Be married with children in the
home – 39%
•
Work full time - 41%
•
Be degree qualified - 43%
•
Live in a household of 3 or 4
people – 46%
Interestingly only 44% of listeners
to Christian radio go to church every
week, with 36% saying they rarely
go, or not at all. Perhaps it is because
those listening to Christian radio
don’t necessarily have a Christian
faith. 11% of listeners to Christian
radio say they have a faith in
another religion, and an astounding
20% saying they have no religious
beliefs at all.

This information was provided by the
Christian Media Association and
published https://mediaarts.org.au

LICENCE
Good News! ACMA, the Australian
Communications and Media Authority
have renewed our Temporary Broadcasting Licence for another twelve
months, so we can continue to bring
you the best of today’s Christian
music along with some great spoken
programs to encourage your faith.
Our licence expires on 15th March.
Please continue to pray for us.

MANNING GREAT LAKES CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS INC

BOARD NOMINATION
Do you know someone
who you think would serve well on the
Manning Great Lakes Christian Broadcasters Inc
Board of Management?
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If your answer is ‘yes’ to all of the above questions, then please feel free to
nominate to be on our Board of Management in writing to:
Manning Great Lakes Christian Broadcasters Inc
PO Box 246
Wingham
NSW 2429
Or you can email us rhemafm@rhemafm.net
Nominations for all positions on the Board of Management close at 5.00pm
on Friday 17th May 2019.
Positions are Chairman, Deputy Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and up to 12
board members. There is a maximum of two representatives from any one
church, or a maximum of three representatives from any denomination.
All nominees are required to meet with the current Board of Management on
Monday 20th May, before being recommended to the Annual General
Meeting on Monday 27th May 2019.
The names of all nominees for the Board of Management of the Manning
Great Lakes Christian Broadcasters Inc will be submitted to the AGM for
election to take place.

INTERRUPTIONS
We have experienced several power
supply interruptions this year at our
transmitter site at Killabakh. Some
are planned by Essential Energy, while
others are the result of the weather.
We have received notification of
more power interruptions as Essential
Energy needs to replace 8 poles, 35
cross arms and do 3kms of reconduct
-oring in the Killabakh area.
We will try to notify you of planned
power outages in our announcements
on Rhema FM 106.5. We apologise for
interruptions to our broadcast.

CONCERTS
You may have noticed that we have
not had many concerts recently. This
is because there are not many artists
touring. We are hoping that a singer
who is largely unknown may be visiting
us later in the year. Her name is Elle
Limebear. We are playing her single
“Holding Me Still”.
She has an amazing voice. You may
know her father, Martin Smith, who
is a renowned worship leader in Great
Britain, and was
formerly the lead
singer for Deliriou5? Elle is coming
to Australia for a
conference in late
October 2019.
She is currently on
tour with Francesca Battistelli in
the United States.

ODYSSEY
Adventures in Odyssey is played
on Rhema FM just after 6pm from
Monday to Friday. Produced by
Focus on the Family, this radio
drama is now up to episode 860. It
provides entertainment for the
whole family, not just kids.
On Easter Monday, 22nd April,
we go back to the start - Episode 1
- “Whit’s Flop”. If you haven’t been
an avid listener, why not tune into
106.5FM and listen from the very
beginning.
Meet Whit, Connie, Eugene and
many others as they have fun and
learn many lessons in the town of
“Odyssey”.
They even have their own website
www.whitsend.org where there is
plenty of interesting information on
making “Adventures in Odyssey”.

PRESS ON
From the Station Manager

It is hard to believe that we are already a quarter of the way through
2019! Has time got faster?
I was reminded recently of what the
apostle Paul wrote to the church in
Philippi: “One thing I do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining towards
what is ahead, I press on towards the
goal to win the prize for which Christ
has called me heavenwards in Christ
Jesus.”
We may feel that we have achieved
nothing in 2019. But let’s forget what
is behind us. With God, every day is a
new day, with new opportunities to see
His Kingdom come and His will done
here on earth.
Paul’s call to us is to press on ahead.
Yesterday is gone. Don’t worry about
tomorrow. Hebrews 3 says “Encourage
one another daily, as long as it is called
Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We
have come to share in Christ if we hold
firm till the end”.

Recently I went to a memorial
service of one of our long-time Rhema
members who was so generous in many
ways towards this ministry. Over the
years there have been so many. When
Rhema began, it was the generosity of
anonymous donors who gave a very
substantial amount of money, along
with an interest free loan to buy our
first transmitter.
But there have been so many others
who quietly contributed to this radio
ministry. As I look though the member
database, I am reminded of the
faithfulness of so many, without whom
we may not have seen 2019.
For some of these people, they are
now in God’s presence for eternity. I
can only imagine what it was like for
them as they heard the words “Well
done good and faithful servant.”
When I think about them, I am
encouraged to press on towards that
goal to win that same prize.
May God continue to bless and keep
you, and shine through you each day.

Mark Spencer

Please visit our website www.rhemafm.net
From there you can pay your annual subscription
or donate to this ministry by credit card.
You will also be informed on upcoming events.
Email us directly from our website.

that his hand is upon this ministry
and that we are seeing people
come
into His Kingdom.
for the amazing music that we
play on Rhema FM, and for
those musicians who use their
God-given talent to bless us.
that many around the world are
touched by their music.
for giving Rhema FM another 12
months broadcasting the good
news of Jesus Christ in the
Manning Great Lakes.
that He sent His son Jesus Christ into this
world to die on a cross for our salvation.
for the way that He continues to provide
for this ministry in so many ways. He is
always faithful!

for the Australian Communications and
Media Authority, that we would be granted a
permanent licence in the near future.
that there would be a great outpouring of
the Holy Spirit in the Manning Great Lakes,
and that the good news of Jesus Christ
would be received by many people.
for the upcoming AGM for the Manning
Great Lakes Christian Broadcasters, that
there will be continued unity in the Board.
that God would continue to use the ministry
of Rhema FM 106.5 for His Glory, and that
we would see an ever increasing advance
of His Kingdom.
for our volunteers at Rhema who all give of
their time freely to broadcast the good news
in the Manning Great Lakes. Also pray that
God would raise up more helpers.

NB: All Rhema supporters are asked to continue to uphold the ministry of Rhema FM.
Please pray for us at your church, in your bible study groups and home groups

TODAY’S CHRISTIAN MUSIC
APRIL 2019

TOP 10 CHRISTIAN SONGS ACROSS AUSTRALIA
#

SONG TITLE

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

God Only Knows
Maybe It’s OK
Look Up Child
Haven’t Seen It Yet
Love Lifting Me
Mercy Is A Song
Symphony
Native Tongue
Coming Home
Set Fire

ARTIST
For King & Country
We Are Messengers
Lauren Daigle
Danny Gokey
Tasha Layton
Matthew West
Switch
Switchfoot
Branan Murphy
Alyssa & Georga

ALBUM
Burn The Ships
[Single]
Look Up Child
[Single]
[Single]
[Single]
Symphony
Native Tongue
[Single]
[Single]

